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Dear Parents, 
 
The purpose of this curriculum guide is to give you a listing of courses offered, and a 
general overview of the skills and concepts taught. 
 
The intent is that this information will aid your child and you in course selection, as well as 
serve as a guide for you if you wish to work with your child at home to reinforce skills and 
concepts taught at school. A successful year in 6th grade prepares a student to meet the 
challenges presented in 7th grade. Please know that a student’s grade point average at the 
end of the 6th grade first semester determines whether he or she has the opportunity to 
enroll in a world language class as a 7th grader and if so, which world language it would be. 
 
If you have questions, you are always welcome to contact the teacher for clarification as 
well as one of the guidance counselors or administrators. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Josh St. John, Principal 
Randy Pursley, Assistant Principal 
Jason Cordes, Dean of Students/Athletic Director 
Jeffrey Faber, Counselor 
Julia Miller, Counselor 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS and READING 
 

REQUIRED – 1 Year 
 

Reading 

 Students will analyze literature using appropriate grade-level skills 

 Students will read from a broad selection of genres including fiction, non-fiction, 

biographies, poetry, etc. 

 Students will write about, share, and discuss texts they read with teacher and classmates 

 

Writing 

 Students will write argumentative, informative, and narrative compositions in a variety of 

forms using the writing process to develop a clear, concise and coherent writing piece 

 

Research 

 Students will use research skills to produce a report that supports a topic 

 

Speaking 

 Students will deliver a formal, well-organized presentation that uses appropriate grade-

level speaking skills 

 

Vocabulary Skills in Reading Class 

 Students learn vocabulary words tied to specific texts in addition to literary terms vital to 

the mastery of 6th grade standards. Teachers may also include additional vocabulary 

activities and instruction based on students’ needs. 

 

All required skills of the curriculum will be met in this class through a double period of time 

that will allow for a natural integration of language arts and reading skills. Language arts include 

the studies of vocabulary, grammar, and the writing process. Reading includes a carefully 

sequenced, continuous progress approach to the acquisition of state standards. 

 

There are four major units of writing within 6th grade Language Arts: narrative, research, 

informative and argumentative. Within these units, students will learn to craft essays and projects 

focusing on the phases of the writer’s workshop: prewriting, drafting, editing, revising, and 

publishing the various forms of compositions mentioned above.  

 

Throughout the year, students will also learn how to employ writing skills like using credible 

sources and databases, avoiding plagiarism by creating Works Cited pages and in-text citations, 

and how to paraphrase information from sources. 

 

6th grade Language Arts also includes a year-long study of the mechanics of writing such as 

grammar study, parts of speech, sentence classification, etc. 



 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

REQUIRED – 1 Year 
 

 
People, Places and Cultures in Europe and the Americas 
 

Following the state’s scope and sequence model for social studies, students in 6th grade will 

study the regions and countries of Europe and the Americas, including the geographical, 

historical, economic, political, and cultural relationships. The areas emphasized are Europe, 

and North and South America, including Central America and the Caribbean. 

 

Standard 1: History 

 Students will explore the key historic movements, events and figures that contributed to 

the development of modern Europe and America from early civilizations through 

modern times by examining religious institutions, trade and cultural interactions, 

political institutions, and technological developments. 

 

Standard 2: Civics and Government 

 Students will compare and contrast forms of government in different historical periods, 

with contemporary political structures of Europe and the Americas, and examine the 

rights and responsibilities of individuals in different political systems. 

 

Standard 3: Geography 

 Students will identify the characteristics of climate regions in Europe and the Americas 

and describe major physical features, countries and cities of Europe and the Western 

Hemisphere. 

 

Standard 4: Economics 

 Students will examine the influence of physical and cultural factors upon the economic 

systems of countries in Europe and the Americas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



MATHEMATICS 
 

REQUIRED – 1 Year 
 

Math placement is based on a philosophy of mastery and continuous progress. Students 

will be enrolled in the math class which is most appropriate to his/her level of learning. 

 

Mathematical Practices 
 

All math courses will strive to connect the following Mathematical Practices with mathematics 

content. The Mathematical Practices are noted here, as outlined in Indiana Common Core 

Standards for Mathematics. Students will work to improve in: 
 

 Making sense of problems and persevere in solving them 

 Reason abstractly and quantitatively 

 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others 

 Model with mathematics 

 Use appropriate tools strategically 

 Attend to precision 

 Look for and make use of structure 

 Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning 
 

Mathematics Content Highlights 
 

Highlights of course topics are given below for the three middle school math courses taught at 

Summit Middle School. For additional detail about the concept areas, visit Indiana Department of 

Education-Mathematics at: https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-academic-

standards/mathematics/ 
 

In Math 6, instructional time will focus on four critical areas: 

1. Computation of positive, rational numbers 

2. Introduction of variable expressions and solving one-step equations using positive, rational 

numbers in addition to understanding proportional relationships 

3. Converting between the U.S. (Customary) and the Metric System and finding 

measurements related to rectangles and rectangular prisms 

4. Recognizing statistical questions followed by analyzing, representing and summarizing 

numerical data sets in multiple ways 
 

In Math 7, instructional time will focus on four critical areas: 

1. Developing an understanding of, and computing fluently with positive and negative rational 

numbers 

2. Developing an understanding of algebraic reasoning, to include simplifying expressions, 

solving 2-step equations, graphing proportional relationships, and representing real world 

situations algebraically 

3. Developing an understanding of proportional reasoning and solving real world problems 

involving proportional relationships 

4. Solving problems related to two- and three-dimensional figures using circumference, area, 

surface area and volume 

https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-academic-standards/mathematics/
https://www.in.gov/doe/students/indiana-academic-standards/mathematics/


MATHEMATICS 
 

REQUIRED – 1 Year 
(Continued) 

 

In Math 8 / Pre-Algebra, instructional time will focus on four critical areas: 

1. Understanding the difference between rational and irrational numbers along with 

computing fluently with rational numbers in multi-step problems 

2. Formulating and reasoning about expressions and equations, including modeling an 

association in bivariate data with a linear equation and solving linear equations and 

systems of linear equations 

3. Grasping the concept of a function and using functions to describe quantitative 

relationships 

4. Analyzing attributes of three-dimensional figures, finding volumes, understanding the 

impact of transformation on two-dimensional shapes, and understanding and applying the 

Pythagorean Theorem 

 

In addition to middle school math courses, middle school students may be enrolled in high school 

level mathematics classes before formally enrolling at Homestead High School. Students who 

complete both semesters, earning a B- or higher in the course, will earn high school credit and 

the grade will be calculated into the high school grade point average. * This affects students in 

Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra 2. 

 

*Please note that both semesters must be completed before receiving high school credits or grade and the 

policy here is connected to School Board Policy 5160: Middle school students coming to Homestead High 

School from SACS middle school feeders may take high school level courses before formally enrolling at 

Homestead. Students who complete both semesters of a course will receive high school credit and grades that 

will be calculated into the high school grade point average. Requests to remove high school credits and grades 

for courses taken in middle school must be submitted to the Registrar no later than March of the student’s 

freshman year. Exceptions may be considered. 

 

The flow chart below illustrates the path an incoming 6th grade student will travel through 

mathematics depending on the entry level math course. 

 

 

 
 



SCIENCE 
 

REQUIRED – 1 Year 
 

Students will study the scientific process throughout the year using authentic hands-on learning 

projects, through reading and writing for literacy within the following units of study: 

 

Earth & Space Science 

 Students will learn about and understand the relationships between celestial bodies and 

the force that keeps them in regular and predictable motion 

 

Physical Science 

 Students will investigate different forms of energy and energy transformations 

 

Engineering & Design Process 

 Students will apply a form of energy to design and construct a simple machine 

 

Life Science 

 Students will discover that all organisms, including humans, are part of complex food webs 

and chains; and that the major source of energy for ecosystems is light produced by major 

nuclear reactions in the sun 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TEAM/TECH 
 

REQUIRED – 1 Year 
 

Team Time is a unique experience where all students and the core teachers on the team have 

classes together at the same time, along with two computer technology teachers.  

 

For one trimester during this time, students will be enrolled in Project Lead the Way (PLTW)/Tech 

with the computer technology teachers and may work to master a variety of informational 

technology standards involving computer coding, file management, typing skills, digital 

photo/video/audio editing, spreadsheets, presentations, and effective communication and 

collaboration through the digital environment.  

 

Additionally, students will engage in PLTW computer science curriculum during their 6th, 7th, and 

8th grade years in the PLTW/Tech trimester. For the other two trimesters during this time, 

students will be enrolled in Team Time with one of his/her core teachers where approximately 

50% of the time will be Student Resource Time (SRT) and 50% of the time will be Team activities. 

 

SRT will be a directed study hall for students where they may connect with any one of their core 

teachers on their team for a variety of reasons. During SRT, core teachers may provide individual 

or small group instruction to students, re-test/re-do opportunities, individual conferences, and/or 

offer other support to students. These activities may occur in-person as students and teachers 

move from room-to-room, and these activities may occur via Zoom. 

 

Team activities are flexible, varied and may include but are not limited to the following: 
 

 Structured Brain Breaks 

 Extended Advisory activities 

 Community building activities 

 Interdisciplinary activities 

 Study skills instruction 

 Learning style inventories and activities 

 Content instruction (e.g., front-loading, re-teaching, enrichment) 

 SACS Portrait of a Graduate activities/reflection 

 NWEA testing and NWEA goal setting 

 Class read-alouds 

 Typing activities 

 

A traditional grade will be given to students in PLTW/Tech. No traditional grade will be given to 

students in Team Time. 

 
 
 
 



 

BAND 
 

ELECTIVE – 1 Year 
 

Beginning Band is offered to 6th grade students and no experience is necessary. Students and 

parents will be guided through the instrument selection process to ensure a good match between 

student and instrument. Many school instruments are available for those who cannot purchase 

one. Students will be taught how to assemble and care for their instruments, how to read music, 

and the fingering patterns for their instrument.  

 

6th grade band students participate in three concerts during their first year of band. Band class 

meets during the school day, and no after-school rehearsals are held. Students will have fun 

learning music while benefiting from participating in a worthwhile group activity. Scientific studies 

show that learning to play an instrument is great for the brain. 

 
 

CHOIR 
 

ELECTIVE – 1 Year 
 

Choir is a full year course which focuses on basics of proper singing technique as well as music 

literacy and music appreciation. Students learn how to read a musical score and to follow their 

own vocal part in the music. Musical signs and symbols, identification of notes and exposure to 

different styles of vocal music are all included in the course of study. 

 

Twice a semester students will perform in a concert featuring a wide variety of music, solos, 

instruments, and dance. Attendance at all concerts is a mandatory part of the choir grade. A 

student’s grade is determined by performance, in-class assessments, and practice assignments. 

 

Those students who are interested in further opportunities to sing are encouraged to try out for 

the after-school Select Choir and our Spring Musical. Many students also participate in Vocal 

Solo and Ensemble Contest and Circle the State with Song. 

 
 

ORCHESTRA 
 

ELECTIVE – 1 Year 
 

Orchestra is a full year course focusing on the development of orchestral technique. Students will 

be exposed to music theory and music history relating to music performed. The course is 

designed for String Orchestra. All members of the class are required to participate in all 

rehearsals, concerts, contests, and performances. Students are encouraged to participate in the 

ISSMA Solo and Ensemble Contest, as well as to study privately on their primary instrument. 

 
 
 



 

UNIFIED ARTS (Rotation) 
 

ELECTIVE – 1 Year (Four 9-week courses) 
 
 

Music Exploration (9 weeks) 

This course is open to 6th grade students who select the Unified Arts series. No piano experience 

is necessary and both beginner and advanced piano students may learn at their own pace. 

Students will create their own music using the computer and music software. All students will 

need to provide their own headphones or earbuds for this fun, hands-on class. 
 

Computer Investigation (9 weeks) 

Students will use their laptop to create, problem solve, communicate, and collaborate during this 

class that is part of the Unified Arts series. They will think creatively, use systemic reasoning, and 

work collaboratively while learning and applying important mathematical and computational ideas 

by using a graphical programming language. Students will use a spreadsheet to organize, 

evaluate, synthesize, and communicate information to make informed decisions. Students will 

use a variety of devices to create a multimedia project that includes pictures, words, sound, and 

video. Students will improve their typing, word processing, and graphic design skills in this 

exciting class filled with interactive computer projects. 
 

Independent Living (9 weeks) 

This course assists students in beginning their journey to become independent, productive 

citizens. This hands-on course will target academic standards such as food preparation, food 

safety, kitchen safety, and sanitation practices. Students will also learn about clothing care and 

repair through activities such as sewing and creating items using basic stitches with a variety of 

materials. Students will learn about other life skills such as manners and table etiquette. Personal 

finances are discussed at an introductory level. 
 

Personalized Learning Block (9 weeks) 

Personalized learning is the tailoring of curriculum and instruction by learners or for learners to 

meet needs and/or passions. PLB is a course that uses personalized learning and technology to 

offer an experience that Summit does not otherwise provide in other courses. PLB students are 

provided a significant amount of autonomy, thus they will have the opportunity to create an 

experience that is uniquely their own. In addition to the specific knowledge and skills related to 

the area of study, 21st century skills such as research, collaboration, communication, creativity, 

and critical thinking will be the primary learning objectives for the course that students develop 

through their unique work. Students can expect to follow a structure where they develop a plan 

for their focus of study, meet regularly with their teacher and other students to share progress and 

receive feedback, and present their completed work to others. PLB may feel like an independent 

study topic of interest for students. Examples may include an artistic endeavor or a deep dive into 

a topic of passion (computer programming, creative writing, or conducting research on a historical 

event). Costs/materials associated with a student’s area of study will be the responsibility of the 

student. PLB requires students to demonstrate independence and grit in working towards a long-

term goal. 



 

6th GRADE EXPLORATORY BLOCK 
 

REQUIRED – 1 Year 
 

Technology Education (Required – Related Arts – 6 weeks) 
 

The middle school Technology Education curriculum is intended to explore the widest range of 

technology, real-world applications, and career awareness through developmentally appropriate 

activities. Students will learn that people must develop and control technology responsibly, that 

people have the capability to determine how technology can be applied to their benefit, and that 

materials should be used and reused in responsible ways. They will also learn about the influence 

and impact of technological systems on their lives at home, at school, and the world of work. 

 

This course is intended to engage learners with varied interests and abilities. The class will 

feature hands-on, applied activities such as: 

 

 Mathematics and science applications to reinforce concepts 

 Design and problem solving 

 Safe use of materials, tools, instruments, and equipment 

 Higher order thinking skills to propose creative, innovative, nontraditional solutions to 

technical problems 

 Career information will be shared as appropriate, including attributes needed for 

employment such as dependability, honesty, punctuality, reliability, responsibility, ability 

to work with others, pride in work, self-awareness, self-reliance, and self-worth 

 

The middle school curriculum is well aligned with both the high school curriculum and state 

standards. The curriculum is designed to permit a wide range of instructional strategies and 

groupings for instruction such as full class for demonstrations, and 10–15-minute lectures; small 

group cooperative work for problem solving, and individualized assistance as required according 

to student needs. 

 

 

Art (Required – Related Arts – 6 weeks) 
 

Students will focus on the elements of art, the principals of design, and art history using various 

drawing, painting, and ceramic activities. Upon completion of the six weeks course, students will 

have the basic skills needed to continue their art studies, make effective visual choices, and to 

acquire a lifelong appreciation of the visual arts. The Art curriculum is based on the Indiana State 

Standards required for Art. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



6th GRADE EXPLORATORY BLOCK 
 

REQUIRED – 1 Year 
(Continued) 

 
 

Skills for Adolescence (Required – Related Arts – 6 weeks) 
 

 Students will learn about Nutrition and Wellness 

o Evaluation of choices and practices 

o Factors and issues that impact their current and future health and wellness 

 Students will demonstrate and understand Relationship Skills 

o Positive family relationships 

o Factors of positive relationships 

 Students will learn Life Skills and Resource Management 

o Problem solving 

o Critical Thinking 

o Responsibility for self 

 
  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

REQUIRED – 1 Year (in three 6-week units) 
 

It is a goal that students understand that being healthy is important for a long and happy life. 

Students are introduced to a variety of sports and activities that will help them to remain active for 

life. Physical education classes alternate with other classes all year long in 6-week units. 

Emphasis on personal physical fitness improvement is the core, while over 10 sports and games 

will be taught in detail. Approximately half of the time in each activity will be devoted to skill 

development, and the remainder of the time for games and play. Sports covers a variety of team 

activities as well as lifetime / individual activities. Written work will be done in the form of unit 

tests, fitness worksheets, and writing assignments. 
 

During the school year students will have the opportunity to participate in: 

 

 Badminton 

 Basketball 

 Fitness tests/games 

 Flag football 

 Floor Hockey 

 Soccer 

 Swimming 

 Tennis 

 Track & Field 

 Volleyball 


